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A Study on the Decline of Filial Piety and Its Revitalizing

Strategy in the Rural Areas of China
Wang Xiangqging, Yang zhenzhen
( Department of Philosophy , Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: At present, filial piety is tending to decline in the rural areas of China, and this tendency can be
found on that the younger pecple only provides material support for their parents, and they are inclined to give
their parents no support and even drep their anceslors from their memories, while some elderly people have to
continue to support their children after they grow up, and some others even have to take the trouble to bring up
their grandchildren. The decline of filial piety in the rural areas is, on the whole, shown in the following four
main characteristics; 1) the ceexistence of the differences between various behavior bodies and their regional
disproportion; 2} the coexistence of the negative typicality and the contagious imitation of bad behaviars; 3)
the coexislence of the inler-generational transmission and its increasing deterioration; and 4) the coexistence of
the long-lerm filial impiety and the occasional utilitarian piety. The main reasons for the decline of filial piety
in the rural areas are the alienation of people’ s mindset, the vanishing or the peor performance of external
supervision strength, and the change of important national policies. The major strategies to revitalize the
traditional filial piety in the rural areas are to explore and foster the idea of self-conscious filial piety on the
part of the young people, to establish effective external constraint mechanism (o make the voung people fulfil
their filial duty, and to formulate a three-in-one model to provide for the aged with the endowment of family,
institution and society.

Key words: rural areas, decline of filial piety, indication, characteristic, cause, revitalizing strategy
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